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Series Introduction

American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD) reports utilize deep learning and rule-based
sentiment analysis to decipher the underlying motives and credibility of the report.

The Indian American Muslim Council (IAMC), Hindus for Human Rights, Ambedkar King Study
Circle, Dalit Solidarity Forum, and India Civil Watch International have established a platform
called Savera. This initiative aspires to "create a new world in which all individuals can coexist in
harmony, dignity, and liberation.” The reports generated by Savera purport to illuminate the
issues faced by marginalized communities.

While these organizations have a history of anti-Hindu actions and rhetoric, we were hopeful for
a new beginning. After all, the word Savera, which means early morning or daybreak, comes
from Sanskrit.

Our analysis has disappointed us. We show that the reports are Grahana, meaning eclipse,
blocking sunlight brought about by Hindu dharma with Hindu hatred. Therefore, we have titled
our series of analysis reports Grahana at Savera, or Eclipse at Daybreak!

This is the first in a series of reports titled Grahana at Savera. It analyzes the report The Global
VHP’s Trail of Violence by Savera: United Against Supremacy.

This report is published by American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD) using technology
provided by Tattwa.ai.

©2024 HinduPACT
Technology ©2024 Tattwa.ai
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This report is independently produced by American Hindus Against
Defamation (AHAD) using technology provided by Tattwa.ai.

About Us

American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD):

Founded in 1997, American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD) is the first and most prominent
Hindu organization against defamation in the world. An initiative of the World Hindu Council of
America (VHPA), AHAD actively monitors mass media, products, public places, and other media
to ensure the respectful and accurate representation of Hindu dharma, culture, images, and
icons. Since our inception, hundreds of thousands of Hindus have participated in various
advocacy activities led by AHAD.

For more information about AHAD and its groundbreaking Al initiatives, visit www.ahadinfo.org.

HinduPACT:

The Hindu Policy Research and Advocacy Collective (HinduPACT) is an initiative of the World
Hindu Council of America (VHPA) dedicated to the advocacy and policy research of issues
concerning the American Hindu community. HinduPACT promotes human rights, voter
education, and policies affecting American Hindus, aiming for peace and understanding through
informed policy initiatives and grassroots advocacy. Visit https://hindupact.org for more details.

World Hindu Council of America (VHPA):

The World Hindu Council of America (VHPA) is the USA’s most prominent organization of
Hindus. Founded in 1970, it has chapters across the country. VHPA runs educational programs
for Hindu children and youth, community service (Seva) activities, and initiatives such as the
Hindu Mandir Executives’ Conference (HMEC), the Hindu Women’s Network, American Hindus
Against Defamation (AHAD), and the Hindu Policy Research and Advocacy Collective USA
(HinduPACT). Visit https://vhp-america.org for more details

About Tattwa.ai

Tattwa.ai is an independent technology company specializing in
applications of Artificial Intelligence for the betterment of humanity. Visit
https://tattwa.ai for details.

tattwa.ai

TRUTH Matters

Get in Touch:

Email: ahad@hindupact.org
Phone: (858) 866-9661
Website: https://ahadinfo.org
X: @AHADHindu

AHAD ANALYSIS OF SAVERA’S REPORT: “THE GLOBAL 4

VHP’S TRAIL OF VIOLENCE” ©2024, HINDUPACT



AHAD ANALYSIS of Savera’s Report: “The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence”

Summary

1. Summary of the Report

The report "The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence" discusses the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and its so-called international branches, accusing them of promoting Hindu supremacist
ideologies and contributing to violence against minorities, particularly Muslims and
Christians. It examines alleged financial, political, and ideological connections between VHP-
affiliated organizations and global far-right networks, framing these entities as central to
fostering Islamophobia, caste oppression, and political extremism. The report emphasizes
VHP's alleged influence on diaspora communities to export Hindutva ideologies globally.

2. Summary of Our Findings

Overall Sentiment Classification Bias Ranking
Tone is overwhelmingly Opinion piece disguised as research. Bias Rating: 5/5
negative, with Hindus Extreme anti-Hindu bias

portrayed as aggressors. Blurring Boundaries: Editorializes heavily while

purporting to present factual research.

Hit Piece Indicators: Focus on negative narratives,
reliance on biased sources, and omission of positive
contributions.

3. Word Cloud

Word Cloud with Bigrams and Trigrams
agenda _diasporic  asenda far right .

communal propaganda agenda pelverted democracy slobal hindutva threat
democracy ruthless = gy LR @ el 00 WY R Ry m— U
global hindutva hindu groups virulently
hindu supremacist
communal propaganda anti
ecosystem hindu nationalism
caste oppression

caste oppression agenda

ant1 m1nor1ty hate
diasporic ethnonationalism hate

hate ecosystem

agenda fundamentalist hindu

ethnonationalism hate

agenda global

| de'nocracy ruthless hlndu agenda perverted b | 1litant hindu
n;a
hs:

agenda diasporic ethnonationalism age fundamentallst

minority militant anti minority militant ethnon
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4. Bias Graphic Pie Chart

Bias Categories Distribution in the Document

Confirmation Bias

Cultural and Ideological Bias Story Framing

Sensationalism Bias by Labeling

False Equivalence

Bias by Omission

Adjective and Adverb Bias

Spin

5. Sentiment Analysis Pie Chart

Sentiment Analysis Pie Chart

Neutral

Positive towards Hindus

Negative towards Hindus
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6. Analysis of Major Claims Made in the Report
Here are the key claims in the report "The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence."

Claim 1: "The VHP is a global Hindu supremacist network that promotes violence and
hate."

Refutation:

Generalization: Labeling the VHP as a "global Hindu supremacist network" oversimplifies a
complex organization with diverse activities. This claim ignores VHP's significant social and
humanitarian contributions.

Positive Contributions: VHP has undertaken disaster relief, community service, and educational
programs, both in India and abroad, which counter the narrative of being a "supremacist
network."

Bias in Framing: The claim conflates advocacy for Hindu cultural identity with supremacist
intent, ignoring legitimate concerns about Hindu rights and cultural preservation.

Claim 2: "Diaspora funding for VHP supports caste oppression and communal
violence."

Refutation:

Lack of Evidence: The report provides no conclusive evidence linking diaspora funding directly
to caste oppression or communal violence. Financial contributions often support cultural events,
religious activities, and social welfare programs.

Selective Reporting: While the claim highlights specific incidents, it gives no credible evidence
on how funding supports violent incidents, and it omits broader data showing how VHP
contributes to disaster relief and community-building initiatives.

Mischaracterization: The claim assumes that all funds are misused, disregarding diaspora
contributions’ legitimate and peaceful purposes.

Claim 3: "Hindutva emulates white supremacist and Nazi ideologies in its
ethnonationalist agenda."

Refutation:

False Equivalence: Comparing Hindutva to white supremacy or Nazism is historically and
ideologically flawed. Hindutva primarily focuses on preserving Hindu cultural identity, unlike
Nazism, which was rooted in racial purity and genocide.

Diversity within Hindutva: Hindutva encompasses a broad spectrum of thought, primarily non-
violent and cultural dimensions. Equating it with extremist ideologies ignores this diversity and
delegitimizes its legitimate political and social goals.
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Loaded Language: The use of terms like "ethnonationalist agenda" without evidence of
exclusionary or supremacist policies misrepresents Hindutva’s goals.

Claim 4: "The VHP weaponizes victimhood to undermine minorities."
Refutation:

Ignoring Context: Hindu organizations often highlight Hinduphobia and hate crimes against
Hindus to raise awareness of legitimate grievances. Framing this advocacy as "weaponizing
victimhood" dismisses these concerns without addressing their validity.

Hypocrisy in Critique: While advocacy for minority rights in other contexts is celebrated, similar
advocacy by Hindu groups is portrayed as deceitful. This double standard undermines the
credibility of the claim.

Legitimate Advocacy: Highlighting Hindu victimization in communal conflicts or discriminatory
practices does not inherently undermine minorities but seeks parity and fairness.

Claim 5: "The VHP collaborates with far-right groups to spread hate globally."
Refutation:

Guilt by Association: The report relies on tenuous connections to claim ideological alignment
between VHP and far-right groups. Shared platforms or events do not equate to shared
ideologies.

Selective Focus: The report highlights perceived collaborations while ignoring VHP’s
engagement in interfaith dialogues and community outreach, contradicting the narrative of
promoting hate.

Lack of Nuance: Hindu diaspora organizations often work with diverse groups, including liberal
and conservative entities, for pragmatic reasons. Labeling such interactions as collaboration
with “far-right groups” oversimplifies their motives.

Conclusion

The report presents a highly one-sided and sensationalized narrative that lacks nuance and
critical context. While some claims may be partially valid in specific instances, their generalized
nature, reliance on biased sources, and absence of balanced evidence make them misleading. A
more balanced critique would acknowledge the challenges and contributions of VHP and its
affiliates.
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Sentiment Analysis
1. Key Phrases

e "Hindu supremacist network"

e "Weaponization of multicultural protections"
e "Transnational Hindutva agenda"
e "Diasporic ethnonationalism"

e '"Hate ecosystem"

e “Caste oppression agenda”

e  “Far-right Hindu networks”

e “Militant advocacy”

e “Supremacist agenda”

e “Global Hindutva threat”

e “Saffron terror”

e “Communal propaganda”

e “Anti-minority hate ecosystem”

2. Headline and Sub-headline Analysis
e Headline: "The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence"

o Analysis: Sensationalist use of "trail of violence" frames the organization as
inherently violent without context or substantiation in the headline itself.

e Sub-headline: "How Hindu Supremacist Organizations Spread Hate Globally"

o Analysis: Inflammatory language, notably "supremacist" and "spread hate,"
presumes guilt and maligns Hindu organizations without presenting evidence
upfront.

3. Story Framing and Context

1. Framing: The report heavily frames the VHP as a "global Hindu supremacist network,"
using loaded language and selective information to depict the organization as inherently
harmful.

o Omits perspectives from the VHP or independent observers who might offer
alternative viewpoints.

2. Context: Relies on isolated incidents of violence and selectively chosen financial or
political connections to construct a narrative of transnational conspiracy.

o No acknowledgment of VHP's charitable or community-building activities.
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4. Order of Information

e Observation:

o The report prioritizes instances of violence and alleged far-right collaborations
in the opening sections, immediately framing VHP negatively.

o Contextual details, if present, are buried deep within or omitted.
e Impact:

o The order creates a narrative bias by highlighting accusations first and
downplaying or excluding counterarguments.

5. Language and Word Choice

Assessment:

Frequent use of terms like "supremacist," "hate," and "weaponization" biases the reader by
framing Hindu organizations as inherently malicious.

Positive contributions or neutral descriptors are absent.

Effect: Creates an emotionally charged narrative that lacks nuance and balance.

6. Adjectives and Adverbs

e Examples:

o Adjectives: "Violent," "extremist," "militant," "subversive."

o Adverbs: "Systematically," "intentionally,

covertly."

e Impact: These choices amplify negative connotations, presenting VHP and its affiliates as
dangerous and deceitful.
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7. Logical Fallacies and Misleading Statements

Statement

Type of Fallacy

Explanation

"Arguments used by the VHP-A to False Cause The statement creates an unwarranted
exclude caste as a category of connection between VHP-A's arguments and
discrimination mirror white supremacist white supremacists without providing evidence
arguments." for causation or similarity.

"Love Jihad is a conspiracy claiming Strawman The term oversimplifies and misrepresents a

Muslim men conspire to lure Hindu
women to Islam."

concern within specific communities as a baseless
conspiracy, neglecting cultural contexts.

"Hindu supremacist leaders have
expressed admiration for white
supremacist movements."

Appeal to Emotion

The statement uses emotionally charged terms to
draw parallels without sufficient evidence,
evoking fear and anger.

"Caste hierarchy is merely a colonial
construct introduced by Herbert Hope
Risley."

Accurate
Representation

This aligns with the Hindu perspective,
distinguishing caste as a colonial imposition from
varna and jati, which are rooted in Hindu
traditions.

"Muslims are breeding like rats and will
overtake Hindus demographically."

False Attribution

This statement is a false accusation ascribed to
the VHP without evidence and misrepresents their
stance.

"Hindu supremacy is a key part of a global | Genetic This ties Hindu organizations to global far-right

far-right ecosystem." ideologies based on perceived similarities rather
than demonstrated links.

"Economic Jihad argues Muslims harm Anecdotal The claim relies on anecdotal instances to

Hindu businesses in a coordinated
effort."

generalize coordinated efforts by an entire
community.

"The VHP-A is part of a multi-racial far-
right coalition threatening democracy."

Slippery Slope

It assumes unchecked growth of such groups will
inevitably lead to authoritarianism without
considering mitigating factors.

"Halal food certification threatens the
Indian economy and funds terrorism."

Appeal to Nature

This assumes a natural preference against Halal
certification without exploring economic and
cultural contexts.

"VHP-A has supported Modi's
discriminatory Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA)."

Black-or-White

The statement reduces a complex policy debate to
binary terms of support for discrimination without
discussing its nuances.

"Hindutva is rooted in fascism."

Genetic

The statement ties Hindutva to fascism without
thoroughly analyzing the ideological and historical
context.
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"VHP-A exploits multiculturalism to curb Ambiguity The claim lacks clarity on how multiculturalism is

free speech." exploited or how it curbs free speech, leading to a
potentially misleading interpretation.

"The VHP is the center of global far-right | Bandwagon It implies acceptance of this claim due to its

networks." repetition without critically evaluating the
evidence behind the statement.

"Hindu supremacist violence is frequent Anecdotal It generalizes isolated incidents as frequent and

and widespread."

widespread without presenting comprehensive
data.

"Hindus are trying to create a theocratic
ethno-state in India."

Slippery Slope

It predicts a worst-case scenario based on
selected events, assuming Hindus collectively aim
for such a state without evaluating opposing
actions or trends.

"Hindu supremacists align with white
supremacists to erode democracy."

Composition/Division

It assumes all Hindu supremacists act similarly
based on selected examples, generalizing a
collective intent.

"Hindu organizations deny caste-based
discrimination."

Appeal to Authority

It relies on statements from specific organizations
to claim a denial, overlooking broader discussions
or contradictions within the groups.

"The VHP incites anti-Muslim violence
through conspiracy theories like 'Love
Jihad"."

Strawman

It oversimplifies the VHP’s rhetoric as solely
conspiracy-based without considering other
aspects of their narratives.

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the worst
aspects of authoritarian regimes."

Appeal to Emotion

It equates Hindu nationalism with authoritarian
regimes using emotionally charged language
without substantiating the specific parallels.
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8. Misleading Statistics, Omission, and Cherry-Picking

Statement

Issue

Analysis

"Hindu supremacist violence is frequent | Misleading Uses unverified and exaggerated figures without reliable

and widespread, with hundreds of Statistics sources, framing Hindus disproportionately as perpetrators

lynchings reported since BJP’s rise." of violence.

"Halal food certification raises money for | Reasonable Reflects concerns about the lack of transparency in halal

terrorism and threatens the Indian Concern certification money and its potential misuse for nefarious

economy." purposes, as viewed from the Hindu perspective.

"VHP and RSS coordinated attacks in Misleading Presents allegations as facts without referencing judicial

Gujarat, implicating Narendra Modi in Statistics rulings or evidence absolving Modi, RSS, VHP in multiple

the violence." investigations.

"The VHP incites violence through Loaded Uses emotionally charged language without exploring

conspiracy theories like ‘Love Jihad’ and | Language underlying concerns or cultural contexts for such

‘Population Jihad.™ narratives.

"Most communal violence in India is Misleading Selectively attributes communal violence to the VHP while

caused by the VHP and its youth militia." | Statistics ignoring the role of other groups or broader societal
dynamics.

"Statistics show a majority of hate Misleading Relies on selective and potentially biased sources, lacking

speech incidents in India are linked to Statistics clarity on data collection methods or broader trends in hate

Hindu supremacist groups." speech incidents.

"62 violent incidents attributed to the Misleading Highlights specific incidents without considering broader

VHP between 2016 and 2019." Statistics trends in violence or the role of other groups in those
years.

"VHP-A funds linked to Kandhamal Cherry- Selectively associates VHP-A funds with violence in

violence." picking Kandhamal without evidence of direct involvement or
broader financial audits.

"Hindu supremacist violence in India is Loaded Exaggerates and generalizes violence, framing it solely as

frequent and widespread." Language linked to Hindus without robust evidence or context.

"VHP actions mirror the Jim Crow erain | Loaded Relies on an emotionally charged analogy to historical

the US." Language racism in the US, without substantiating similarities in

governance or systemic policies.
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9. Euphemisms and Dysphemisms

Phrase

"Hindu supremacist
violence"

Type

(Euphemism/Dysphemism)

Dysphemism

Explanation

Frames Hindus as inherently violent, reinforcing
negative stereotypes about Hindus and Hinduism.

"Hate ecosystem"

Dysphemism

Suggests a systemic network of hate linked to
Hindus, fostering distrust and fear of Hindu
groups.

"Weaponizing multicultural
protections"

Dysphemism

Implies that Hindu organizations exploit their
minority status for sinister purposes.

"Hindu nationalism as a
fascist ideology"

Dysphemism

Equates Hindu cultural revivalism with fascism,
misrepresenting its political and cultural intent.

"Casteist denialism by
Hindu organizations"

Dysphemism

Overgeneralizes Hindu organizations as dismissive
of caste issues, ignoring reform efforts.

"Religious militias like
Bajrang Dal"

Dysphemism

Frames Hindu organizations as militant groups,
undermining their broader socio-cultural
activities.

"VHP propaganda machine'

Dysphemism

Depicts the VHP as purely manipulative and
deceitful, ignoring its community development
projects.

"Theocratic ambitions of
Hindutva"

Dysphemism

Suggests a desire to establish religious rule,
mischaracterizing Hindutva's diverse
interpretations.

"Love Jihad conspiracy
theory"

Dysphemism

Reduces societal concerns to unfounded
conspiracies, ignoring legitimate perspectives.

"Hindutva-fueled lynch
mobs"

Dysphemism

Links violence exclusively to Hindutva, ignoring
broader socio-political factors.
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10.False Equivalence

Statement

Type or Category of

False Equivalence

Explanation

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the
worst aspects of authoritarian
regimes."

Overgeneralization

Equates Hindu nationalism entirely with the worst
features of authoritarian regimes, ignoring
differences in context, ideology, and practice.

"The VHP's actions are akin to the
Jim Crow era in the US."

Historical False
Equivalence

Compares the VHP's actions in India directly with
systemic racial segregation in the US, despite
significant differences in historical and social
contexts.

"Hindu supremacists align with
white supremacists to erode
democracy."

Associative Fallacy

Implies that Hindu supremacists and white
supremacists are equivalent in their methods and
goals, without sufficient evidence of direct alignment
or equivalence.

"Hindutva is akin to European
fascism."

Faulty Analogy

Equates Hindutva to European fascism without
considering cultural, temporal, and ideological
differences.

"Love Jihad conspiracy theories are
equivalent to Nazi propaganda."

Extreme False
Equivalence

Suggests that claims about "Love Jihad" are
equivalent to Nazi propaganda, ignoring the vastly
different historical contexts and implications of each.

"The VHP-A manipulates
multicultural protections like Zionist
far-right groups."

Misleading Comparison

Draws a parallel between the VHP-A and Zionist far-
right groups without clear evidence or shared
operational characteristics.

"Hindu nationalism is comparable to
the Ku Klux Klan."

Extreme False
Equivalence

Compares Hindu nationalism to the KKK without
evidence of systemic racial violence or similar
objectives.

"VHP's campaigns are as dangerous
as ISIS propaganda.”

Inappropriate
Equivalence

Equates VHP’s campaigns with ISIS propaganda,
which includes direct calls for violence and global
terror campaigns, lacking evidence of equivalence.

"Hindu organizations' denial of caste
is equivalent to Holocaust denial."

Extreme False
Equivalence

Equates denial of caste discrimination with Holocaust
denial, despite the vastly different nature and
historical significance of the two issues.
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"The spread of Hindutva ideology
abroad is akin to the spread of
radical extremism."

Inappropriate
Equivalence

Compares the spread of Hindutva with that of radical
extremism, implying similar levels of threat without
considering differences in ideology and actions.

"Hindu nationalism mirrors
apartheid policies."

Historical False
Equivalence

Equates Hindu nationalism to apartheid, ignoring the
significant differences in legal structures, historical
contexts, and systemic oppressions of each.

"Hindu supremacists’ tactics
resemble those of far-right groups in
Europe."

Faulty Analogy

Suggests equivalence in tactics without accounting
for ideological and operational differences between
Hindu organizations and European far-right groups.

"Caste-based discrimination in India
is the same as racial segregation in
the US."

Cultural False
Equivalence

Equates caste with race-based segregation, ignoring
the distinct historical and social contexts of each.

"Hindu supremacist violence is as
harmful as international terrorism."

Exaggeration of
Equivalence

Overstates the threat posed by Hindu by Hindu
groups, equating it with global terrorism without
evidence of comparable scale or intent.

"VHP-A’s funding mechanisms
mirror those of illicit global terror
organizations."

Inappropriate
Equivalence

Draws a parallel between VHP-A's funding and global
terror financing without substantiating claims of
comparable methods or intent.

"Indian nationalism under Hindutva
is no different from totalitarian
nationalism in Nazi Germany."

Historical False
Equivalence

Compares Indian nationalism with Nazi nationalism,
disregarding differences in governance, ideology, and
historical context.
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11.Hidden Patterns and Trends

The report employs several recurring patterns that reinforce a biased narrative against Hindu

organizations.
Example Statement

"Hindu supremacist violence is
frequent and widespread."

Pattern/Trend

Consistent use of
"supremacist" to describe
Hindus

Explanation

Reinforces a negative stereotype by
repeatedly associating Hindus and Hindu
organizations with extremism.

"The VHP is at the center of a
global hate ecosystem."

Framing Hindu organizations as
globally coordinated

Suggests an orchestrated effort without
substantive evidence, building a perception
of systematic malice.

"Hindu organizations promote
casteist denialism."

Ignoring diversity within Hindu
groups

Assumes monolithic views on caste,
neglecting the diversity of thought and
practice within Hinduism.

"The Bajrang Dal operates as a
militant Hindu militia."

Overrepresentation of fringe
elements

Highlights actions of fringe groups to
represent the entirety of Hindu
organizations, skewing perception.

"Hindutva-fueled lynch mobs
operate with impunity."

Equating Hindutva with
political authoritarianism

Aligns a cultural ideology with political
violence, ignoring broader sociopolitical
contexts.

"Hindu groups weaponize
multicultural protections to
curb free speech."

Ignoring interfaith initiatives

Neglects instances of Hindu organizations
engaging in constructive interfaith
dialogue.

"The VHP spreads hate speech
under the guise of charity."

Omission of VHP's
humanitarian work

Selectively excludes positive activities, such
as disaster relief and educational efforts.

"The Gujarat riots and Babri
Masjid demolition illustrate
Hindutva's violent agenda."

Repetition of violent events to
amplify bias

Repeatedly emphasizes violent events to
overshadow other aspects of Hindu
organizations' contributions.

"VHP-A lobbies for anti-Muslim
policies like the CAA."

Misrepresentation of legal
advocacy

Fails to consider the legal frameworks and
humanitarian arguments for policies like
the Citizenship Amendment Act.

"Data from ACLED shows VHP
as a leading instigator of
violence."

Use of selective sources

Relies on selectively chosen sources that
align with the report's narrative while
ignoring counter-evidence.
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12.Bias Analysis

Biased Statement

Subjects

Sentiment
towards the

Subject

Sentiment
Category

Bias Classification

Bias
Towards
Hindus

"Hindu supremacist Hindus, VHP Negative Contextual Dysphemism Negative
violence is frequent and

widespread."

"The VHP is at the center | VHP, Hindutva | Negative Contextual Dysphemism Negative
of a global hate

ecosystem."

"Hindu groups deny caste- | Hindu Negative Keyword Strawman Negative
based discrimination." organizations Argument

"Hindutva borrows from Hindutva, RSS | Negative Comparative | False Equivalence | Negative
fascist ideologies."

"The VHP operates as a VHP Negative Keyword Adjective/Adverb | Negative
propaganda machine." Bias

"Hindutva-fueled lynch Hindutva, Negative Contextual Loaded Language | Negative
mobs operate with Hindus

impunity."

"Love Jihad is a conspiracy | VHP, Hindutva | Negative Contextual Misleading Negative
theory to incite hate." Statements

"Hindu nationalist Hindutva, VHP | Negative Comparative | False Equivalence | Negative
violence mirrors Jim Crow

lynchings."

"Hindu supremacist Hindus, VHP Negative Contextual Loaded Language | Negative
groups exploit

multicultural

protections."

"Hindutva seeks to Hindutva, Negative Contextual False Equivalence | Negative
transform India into a Hindus

theocracy."
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13.Media Bias Categories

Example Statements or

Phrases

"The Global VHP's Trail of
Violence"

Media Bias Categories

Sensationalism

Explanation

Uses emotionally charged language to
draw attention and evoke fear.

No mention of VHP's
humanitarian work during
natural disasters.

Bias by Omission

Excludes positive contributions, focusing
solely on negative aspects.

"ACLED data shows VHP as a
leading instigator of
violence."

Selection of Sources

Relies on selectively chosen sources that
align with the narrative, ignoring counter-
perspectives.

"Hindutva is rooted in fascism
and promotes systemic
violence."

Story Framing

Frames Hindutva as inherently
malevolent, ignoring its cultural and
historical diversity.

Headline emphasizes violence
("Trail of Violence") without
context.

Placement and
Headline Bias

Headline prioritizes sensational claims,
setting the tone for a biased
interpretation of the report.

"The VHP operates as a
propaganda machine
spreading hate speech."

Spin

Presents the VHP’s advocacy as inherently
manipulative, ignoring other aspects.

"Hindu supremacist groups
like the VHP and Bajrang
Dal."

Bias by Labeling

Labels Hindu organizations with
pejorative terms like "supremacist,"
creating a negative impression.

"Gruesome violence
instigated by Hindutva lynch
mobs."

Adjective and Adverb
Bias

Uses loaded adjectives to amplify
negativity without neutral qualifiers or
context.

"Hindutva borrows directly
from Mussolini’s Blackshirts."

Logical Fallacies and
Misleading Statements

Draws a false equivalence without
evidence to support a direct ideological
connection.

"Hindu nationalism erodes
secularism in India."

Cultural and
Ideological Bias

Aligns Hindu nationalism with an anti-
secular agenda, ignoring its broader
cultural and social dimensions.

AHAD ANALYSIS OF SAVERA’S REPORT: “THE GLOBAL 19
VHP’S TRAIL OF VIOLENCE”

©2024, HINDUPACT




AHAD ANALYSIS of Savera’s Report: “The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence”

14.Source Bias Analysis

Selection of Sources

The report predominantly relies on sources that are overtly critical of Hindutva and
Hindu nationalist organizations, such as Savera, Sabrang, and the Coalition Against
Genocide.

Media outlets like Caravan, Mother Jones, and Al Jazeera are known for their
progressive, left-leaning stances and often critique Hindu organizations.

No sources were included that represent the perspectives of VHP, its affiliates, or
neutral third-party observers.

Impact

This creates a one-sided narrative that lacks representation from the organizations
under critique or independent, unbiased analyses.

Presence / Absence of Balanced Viewpoints
Absence of Balance

The sources do not offer balanced viewpoints. All referenced sources focus on
accusations of violence, extremism, or caste-based discrimination attributed to the VHP.

Missing Perspectives:

e Hindu scholars or academics who could provide a nuanced understanding of
Hindutva or VHP's ideology.

e Reports or reports documenting VHP’s positive contributions, such as disaster relief,
cultural preservation, or social welfare activities.

e |mpact:

e The lack of balanced viewpoints results in a highly skewed representation of Hindu
organizations, portraying them exclusively in a negative light.

Bias by Omission
Key Omissions:

e No acknowledgment of VHP’s community service efforts or interfaith
dialogues.

e Absence of comparative analysis with other diaspora advocacy groups.

e Omits data or reports that might challenge the narrative, such as instances
of Hindu victimization or hate crimes against Hindus.

e |mpact:
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e The selective inclusion of sources reinforces a narrative of malintent,
contributing to bias by omission.

Framing

e The sources collectively frame the VHP as a central player in a “global Hindu

”

supremacist network,” using loaded language like “militant,” “virulent,” and
“supremacist.”
e This framing presumes guilt and malicious intent without offering

substantial counterarguments or alternative interpretations.
Impact:

The framing creates an inherently negative perception of Hindu organizations
and their diaspora advocacy efforts, steering the reader toward a predefined
conclusion.

Political and Ideological Leaning:

Predominant Leaning: The sources exhibit a progressive or left-leaning
ideological bias, which often critiques nationalist movements, including Hindu
nationalism.

Indicative Examples:

e Savera and Coalition Against Genocide focus on exposing “Hindutva
extremism,” aligning with human rights activism critical of nationalist
ideologies.

e Caravan Magazine frequently highlights caste-based and minority-related
issues, framing Hindu organizations as antagonistic to these groups.

Impact:

This ideological leaning magnifies the focus on negative narratives while
excluding sources that might provide a centrist or right-leaning perspective on
Hindutva or Hindu organizations.

Conclusion

The selection of sources, absence of balance, and ideological leanings contribute to a highly
skewed portrayal of Hindu organizations. To achieve a fairer representation, future analyses
should include:

e Perspectives from Hindu scholars, diaspora community leaders, or neutral experts.

e Reports that document both positive and negative aspects of VHP and affiliated
organizations.

e Comparative frameworks analyzing other diaspora advocacy groups for context.
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Source

Type of Source

Bias Indicator

Page
no(s)

Quoted

Potential Bias

Human Rights Online Source | Selection of 14-15 Focuses on reports critical of Hindu
Watch Sources organizations without including
perspectives from other groups.
The Wire Online Source | Selection of 16-17 Known for editorial positions critical
Sources of Hindutva, reflecting a strong
ideological bias.
Al Jazeera Media Outlet Selection of 18 Often frames reports with a
(TV) Sources geopolitical bias against Hindu
nationalism, favoring minority
perspectives.
Caravan Magazine | Magazine Cultural and 20-21 Repeated use of ideologically
Ideological Bias charged language to critique Hindu
organizations.
BBC Media Outlet Geographic Bias 22-23 Focuses on India's communal issues
(TV/Radio) with an outsider's perspective, often
overlooking internal complexities.
Georgetown Peer-reviewed | Academic Bias 25 Presents scholarly critiques of
University’s Journal Hindutva but lacks representation
Bridge Initiative from scholars with differing
viewpoints.
New York Times Newspaper Sensationalism 27-28 Uses emotive headlines and framing
to emphasize negative aspects of
Hindu organizations.
Scroll.in Online Source | Cultural and 30-31 Leans towards progressive
Ideological Bias narratives, often framing Hindu
organizations in a negative light.
The Guardian Newspaper Selection of 32 Highlights anti-Hindu nationalist
Sources narratives without exploring
broader sociopolitical contexts.
Outlook India Newspaper Confirmation Bias | 35-36 Frequently reinforces critiques of
Hindutva while overlooking positive
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contributions from Hindu
organizations.

Protean Magazine | Magazine Sensationalism 38-39 Uses hyperbolic language to frame
Hindu nationalist groups negatively,
amplifying isolated incidents as

trends.
Sabrang Report Online Source | Cultural and 40-41 Known for its strong anti-Hindutva
Ideological Bias stance, often highlighting narratives
critical of Hindu nationalist
ideologies.
Mother Jones Magazine Selection of 43 Focuses on minority perspectives
Sources and critiques of Hindu nationalist
policies, often omitting Hindu
viewpoints.
Coalition Against Advocacy Selection of 45-46 Advocacy-focused framing against
Genocide Group Sources Hindutva, with reports favoring

narratives of oppression and

extremism.
USCIRF Government Geographic and 48-49 Critiques Indian policies from an
Report Cultural Bias external perspective, often

disregarding local sociopolitical
contexts and challenges.
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Counter Narrative

1. Analysis of the Introduction Section of The Global VHP's Trail of
Violence

Overview of Claims in the Introduction

The introduction of The Global VHP's Trail of Violence frames the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and its American counterpart, VHP-A, as far-right extremist organizations responsible

for propagating Hindu supremacy, fostering anti-Muslim violence, and aligning with white

supremacist ideologies in the U.S. Key claims include:

1.

Hindu Supremacy: The report accuses the VHP of promoting an ethno-nationalist
ideology that seeks to marginalize religious minorities and oppressed castes.

Violence Facilitation: The VHP is implicated in inciting and supporting mass violence
against Muslims in India.

Global Influence: VHP-A is described as part of a global far-right ecosystem,
collaborating with white supremacist groups in the U.S.

Anti-Civil Rights Stance: The VHP-A is alleged to oppose civil rights protections and
progressive causes, including affirmative action.

Historical Fascist Links: The roots of the VHP and the broader Hindutva movement
are traced back to fascist influences, specifically Mussolini's Blackshirts.

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal

1.

2.

AHAD ANALYSIS OF SAVERA’S REPORT: “THE GLOBAL 24
VHP’S TRAIL OF VIOLENCE”

Mischaracterization of Hindu Supremacy:

o Counterpoint: Hindu nationalism, as espoused by the VHP and the RSS,
promotes the idea of Bharatiya (Indian) identity, which encompasses all
communities living in India. The ideology is grounded in cultural nationalism
rather than religious supremacy. The concept of Hindutva, articulated by
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, focuses on cultural and civilizational unity rather
than exclusion.

o Historical Context: Claims that Hindutva draws directly from fascism ignore
its roots in India's anti-colonial struggle. Unlike fascist ideologies that
promote racial superiority, Hindutva emphasizes unity among diverse
communities under a shared national identity.

Allegations of Violence Facilitation:
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o Counterpoint: While communal violence has occurred, attributing it to VHP
ignores broader socio-political contexts. The VHP's mission is to promote
Hindu values and social service, not violence. Independent commissions,
such as the Justice Nanavati Commission, have found no direct evidence
implicating the VHP in orchestrating violence.

o Service-Oriented Initiatives: The VHP and its affiliates operate numerous
social welfare projects, including education, disaster relief, and healthcare
services, benefiting all communities irrespective of religion.

3. Global Influence and White Supremacy Allegations:

o Counterpoint: The VHP-A's collaborations with American conservative
groups should not be conflated with white supremacism. The organization
seeks to protect Hindu cultural identity and support the diaspora's welfare.
Allegations of aligning with far-right hate groups lack concrete evidence and
overlook the VHP-A's charitable activities in the U.S..

o Multicultural Advocacy: The VHP-A supports multiculturalism and religious
freedom in the U.S. and actively participates in interfaith dialogue.

4. Opposition to Civil Rights Protections:

o Counterpoint: The VHP-A's stance on issues like affirmative action stems
from concerns about fairness and meritocracy, not discrimination. These
positions reflect broader debates within various minority communities and
are not unique to Hindu organizations.

o Caste Dynamics: Accusations of casteism ignore the fact that many VHP and
RSS leaders come from diverse caste backgrounds and actively work toward
social equality.

5. Historical Fascist Comparisons:

o Counterpoint: Comparing the VHP's ideology to Mussolini's Blackshirts is
historically misleading. The RSS, which influences the VHP, was founded to
promote self-reliance, discipline, and community service during British
colonial rule. The movement's emphasis on democratic processes and social
reform distinguishes it from fascist ideologies.

Legal Precedents

e Justice Nanavati Commission: Cleared several VHP leaders of allegations regarding
the 2002 Gujarat riots, emphasizing the need for balanced and evidence-based
conclusions.
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e Supreme Court of India: Has upheld the rights of Hindu organizations to function
legally, emphasizing freedom of association and expression.

Conclusion

The introduction section of The Global VHP's Trail of Violence presents a highly critical view
of the VHP and VHP-A. However, a balanced examination reveals that these claims often
lack nuance, overlook positive contributions, and stem from ideologically driven narratives.
Counter-narratives based on historical context, organizational activities, and legal findings
provide a more comprehensive understanding.

2. Analysis of the Section: The VHP’s Role in Anti-Muslim Violence in
India
A. Love Jihad

Claim:
The term “Love Jihad” is dismissed as a conspiracy theory propagated by Hindu nationalist
groups to malign interfaith relationships.

Counter-Narrative:
1. Historical Evidence:

o Love Jihad has historical and ideological roots where non-Muslim women
were targeted for conversion and subjugation. Islamic invaders historically
captured and forcibly converted Hindu women.

o The practice was part of demographic strategies during Islamic rule in India,
as noted by historians like K.S. Lal and Bernard Lewis.

2. Contemporary Cases:

o Multiple documented cases highlight deceitful conversions under the
pretense of love. For instance, in Kerala, investigations revealed systematic
efforts to convert Hindu and Christian women.

o Oplndia reports cases where women were coerced, blackmailed, and
subjected to violence after discovering the true identity of their partners.

3. Judicial Recognition:

o The Kerala High Court noted instances of organized efforts to convert
women and emphasized the need to protect women’s autonomy.

4. International Parallels:
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o Similar patterns have emerged in the UK, where grooming gangs targeted
Sikh and Hindu girls, as reported by Swarajya and the Sikh Mediation and
Rehabilitation Team.

Conclusion:

Love Jihad is not a baseless theory but a phenomenon with historical continuity and
modern-day manifestations. Ignoring these cases risks compromising the safety and
autonomy of women.

B. Land Jihad

Claim:
“Land Jihad” is dismissed as an unfounded allegation that Muslims buy land strategically to
alter demographics.

Counter-Narrative:
1. Encroachments and lllegal Constructions:

o Instances of illegal mosques and encroachments have been reported in
regions like Uttarakhand, where Hindu groups highlighted violations of
property laws.

o Hindu organizations emphasize the need to protect sacred lands and
preserve cultural heritage.

2. Demographic Shifts:

o Instates like West Bengal and Assam, illegal migration and strategic land
acquisitions have led to observable demographic changes, fueling
community concerns.

Conclusion:

Concerns about Land Jihad stem from legitimate fears of illegal encroachments and
demographic shifts. These issues should be addressed through strict enforcement of land
laws.

C. Thook Jihad (Spit Jihad)

Claim:
“Thook Jihad” is dismissed as a communal conspiracy alleging that Muslims spread diseases
intentionally.

Counter-Narrative:

1. Documented Incidents:
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o Several cases have surfaced where food vendors and individuals were
caught spitting into food. Manushi documented instances linking this
practice to religious ideology.

o During the COVID-19 pandemic, reports emerged of deliberate attempts to
spread the virus through such acts.

2. Religious Context:

o Historical references indicate that spitting has been used as a form of
humiliation against non-Muslims.

3. Legal Implications:

o Spitting to spread disease constitutes a violation of public health laws and
can be prosecuted under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.

Conclusion:
While generalized claims should be avoided, documented cases of spitting with malicious
intent highlight a need for vigilance and strict legal action.

D. Halal Jihad

Claim:
“Halal Jihad” refers to the accusation that the halal certification system aims to
disadvantage non-Muslim businesses economically.

Counter-Narrative:
1. Economic Impact:

o Concerns have been raised about halal certification fees being funneled to
organizations with extremist ties. Australian MP George Christensen cited
instances of funds allegedly supporting radical groups.

o The Globe and Mail highlighted ethical concerns surrounding ritual
slaughter practices, raising questions about animal welfare and economic
fairness.

2. Free Market Dynamics:

o Businesses should not be compelled to adopt halal certification if it conflicts
with their ethical or economic interests.

Conclusion:
Halal certification's potential links to extremist funding and ethical concerns about ritual
slaughter should be scrutinized to ensure transparency and fairness.
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Overall Conclusion

The various types of jihad described—Love Jihad, Land Jihad, Thook Jihad, and Halal Jihad—
reflect genuine concerns grounded in historical evidence, documented cases, and legal
scrutiny. Addressing these concerns through legal mechanisms, awareness, and
transparency is essential to uphold social harmony and protect community interests.

3. Analysis of the Section: The Global VHP in Major Events

Overview of Claims in the Section

The section The Global VHP in Major Events from The Global VHP's Trail of Violence
attributes the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) to orchestrating or significantly influencing
several major events, including:

1. 1992 Babri Masjid Demolition:

o The VHP is accused of planning and executing the destruction of the Babri
Masjid, leading to widespread communal violence.

2. 2002 Gujarat Riots:

o The VHP is implicated in orchestrating violence against Muslims following
the Godhra train burning incident, allegedly with the support of the state
government.

3. 2008 Anti-Christian Riots in Odisha:

o The VHP is held responsible for leading attacks against Christians, including
the destruction of churches and homes.

4. 2020 Delhi Riots:

o The VHP and Bajrang Dal are accused of inciting and participating in violence
against Muslims during protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA).

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal
1. 1992 Babri Masjid Demolition:

o Historical Context: The Ram Janmabhoomi dispute is a deeply historical
issue with evidence supporting the presence of a Hindu temple beneath the
Babri Masjid structure. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) confirmed
findings consistent with a pre-existing temple.
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Spontaneity of the Event: Although the Liberhan Commission accused the
VHP of planning the demolition, other analyses suggest the act was a
spontaneous outburst by kar sevaks who were emotionally charged during
the rally.

Legal Resolution: The Supreme Court of India, in its 2019 judgment,
acknowledged the illegality of the demolition but also affirmed the
legitimacy of Hindu claims to the site.

2. 2002 Gujarat Riots:

o

o

Trigger Event: The violence followed the tragic burning of 59 Hindu pilgrims
in the Godhra train incident, which investigations concluded was a planned
attack.

Judicial Findings: The Supreme Court-monitored Special Investigation Team
(SIT) found no evidence implicating high-level VHP leaders or government
officials in a conspiracy.

Relief Efforts: The VHP and RSS-affiliated organizations were involved in
providing relief to affected communities, irrespective of religion.

3. 2008 Anti-Christian Riots in Odisha:

Complex Dynamics: The violence in Kandhamal district was fueled by long-
standing social and economic tensions between Christian converts and local
tribal communities.

Role of VHP: While the VHP advocated for the protection of tribal traditions
and opposed conversions, attributing all violence to the VHP ignores the
broader conflict dynamics.

4. 2020 Delhi Riots:

o

Two-Sided Conflict: The Delhi riots resulted from escalating tensions
between supporters and opponents of the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA). There were instances of violence and provocation from both Hindu
and Muslim groups.

Selective Reporting: Accusations against the VHP overlook the role of
inflammatory speeches by leaders from other communities. The violence
was not a unilateral attack but a clash between opposing groups.

Legal Precedents

1. Supreme Court of India:
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o Babri Masjid Case (2019): Recognized the historical legitimacy of Hindu
claims to the Ram Janmabhoomi site while declaring the demolition
unlawful.

o Guijarat Riots SIT Report: Cleared high-ranking officials of conspiracy charges
2. Justice Nanavati Commission:

o Concluded that the Godhra train burning was a planned attack, influencing
the subsequent violence.

Conclusion

The section “The Global VHP in Major Events” presents a highly critical view of the VHP's
involvement in major communal incidents. However, a balanced counternarrative reveals
that these claims often lack nuance, omit historical and social contexts, and rely on
selectively interpreted reports. Judicial findings and historical evidence provide a more
comprehensive understanding, showing the complexity of these events beyond the
simplistic attribution of blame to the VHP.

4. Analysis of the Section: The VHP-A Regularly Platforms Extremists in
the United States

Overview of Claims in the Section
This section of The Global VHP's Trail of Violence makes the following claims:

1. Platforming Extremists: The VHP-A (Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America) is accused of
hosting and providing platforms for Hindu extremist leaders such as Ashok Singhal,
Sadhvi Rithambara, and others.

2. Anti-Muslim Rhetoric: The section claims that VHP-A events regularly feature
Islamophobic speakers who promote anti-Muslim conspiracy theories.

3. Far-Right Collaboration: The VHP-A is accused of aligning with far-right and white
supremacist figures in the U.S., such as Robert Spencer and Pamela Geller.

4. Influence on U.S. Policies: The VHP-A is described as supporting policies like the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of Citizens (NRC), which are
characterized as discriminatory.

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal
1. Platforming Extremists:

o Historical Context: Figures like Ashok Singhal and Sadhvi Rithambara are
known for their activism in protecting Hindu cultural and religious rights.
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Their speeches, while assertive, need to be understood within the context
of historical grievances faced by the Hindu community.

o Selective Framing: Highlighting only these figures ignores the broader
diversity of speakers who appear at VHP-A events. Many of these events
also feature scholars, social workers, and community leaders promoting
Hindu culture, education, and service initiatives.

2. Anti-Muslim Rhetoric:

o Misrepresentation of Intent: The rhetoric attributed to the VHP-A is often
taken out of context or selectively quoted. The organization's primary
mission is to promote Hindu cultural heritage and community service, not to
incite hatred.

o Broader Communal Dynamics: While some individuals have made
controversial statements, attributing these views to the entire organization
is a generalization. The VHP-A has publicly condemned violence and
promotes interfaith dialogue.

3. Far-Right Collaboration:

o Strategic Misinterpretation: The VHP-A's alliances are based on shared
concerns over religious freedom and combating extremism, not promoting
white supremacist ideologies. Misrepresenting these associations serves to
undermine the organization's legitimate advocacy.

4. Support for Policies Like CAA and NRC:

o Clarification on CAA: The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) aims to provide
refuge to persecuted minorities from neighboring Islamic countries
(Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan) and does not target Indian Muslims.
The VHP-A's support for the CAA reflects a humanitarian stance toward
oppressed minorities.

o Selective Criticism: Opponents frame these policies as discriminatory while
ignoring the historical persecution of Hindus, Sikhs, and Christians in these
countries.

Conclusion

The section The VHP-A Regularly Platforms Extremists in the United States presents a
skewed narrative focusing on selective associations and controversial statements. A
balanced analysis reveals that the VHP-A’s primary mission is cultural preservation and
community service. The claims of extremism rely on selective framing, overlooking the
organization’s broader contributions and adherence to democratic principles.
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5. Analysis of the Section: The VHP-A's Virulent Anti-Muslim Rhetoric

Overview of Claims in the Section

The section The VHP-A's Virulent Anti-Muslim Rhetoric from The Global VHP's Trail of Violence
presents the following claims:

1. Hate Speech Promotion:

o The VHP-A is accused of promoting Islamophobic rhetoric by featuring speakers
who propagate conspiracy theories and dehumanizing language against
Muslims.

2. Conspiracy Theories:

o The VHP-A allegedly supports theories such as "Love Jihad," "Land Jihad," and
claims about Muslims aiming to overtake Hindus demographically.

3. Endorsement of Extremist Leaders:

o The VHP-A is said to have hosted or supported figures like Yati Narsinghanand
and Sadhvi Rithambara, known for inflammatory statements.

4. Anti-Muslim Reports:

o The VHP-A's online platforms are accused of publishing reports that demean
Muslims, portraying them as threats to Hindu society.

5. Support for Indian Government Policies:

o The VHP-A’s support for the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National
Register of Citizens (NRC) is characterized as evidence of their discriminatory
stance against Muslims.

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal
1. Context of Statements and Rhetoric:

o Selective Quotation: The alleged hate speech is often based on selectively
guoted statements without context. The primary mission of the VHP-A is to
preserve Hindu cultural heritage and the welfare of the Hindu diaspora.

o Broader Interfaith Engagement: The VHP-A has organized numerous events
promoting interfaith dialogue and harmony. Cherry-picking controversial
statements while ignoring these initiatives presents a skewed narrative.

2. Conspiracy Theories (e.g., "Love Jihad"):
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o Context of Concerns: The concerns labeled as "conspiracy theories" have roots
in documented cases where coercion and deceit were used in interfaith
relationships, raising legitimate societal concerns. For example, multiple court
cases in India have investigated claims involving forced conversions.

o Legal Findings: While the term "Love Jihad" is controversial, various state
governments have introduced laws against forced conversions, reflecting
broader societal concerns, not just VHP-A propaganda.

3. Association with Extremist Leaders:

o Guilt by Association: Contrary to the disingenuous narrative, VHP-America never
hosted Yati Narsinghanand. VHP-America hosts diverse speakers of interest to
Hindus; merely hosting these speakers does not imply endorsement of all their
views. The VHP-A's primary focus remains on cultural and community
development.

o Broad Speaker Diversity: The VHP-A has also hosted scholars, educators, and
social leaders who promote non-violent and inclusive narratives.

4. Allegations of Anti-Muslim Reports:

o Misrepresentation: Reports critiquing certain aspects of religious practices are
not inherently Islamophobic. Many of these critiques are framed within
historical and cultural discussions rather than promoting hate.

o Freedom of Expression: The VHP-A operates within the framework of U.S. laws
protecting free speech. Criticism of religious practices or ideologies is
permissible as long as it does not incite violence.

5. Support for CAA and NRC:

o Clarification on Policies: The CAA provides expedited citizenship to persecuted
minorities (Hindus, Sikhs, Christians, etc.) from neighboring Islamic countries. It
does not disenfranchise Indian Muslims.

o Legitimate Advocacy: The VHP-A’s support for the CAA and NRC aligns with its
mission to protect persecuted religious minorities. These policies address
historical injustices faced by non-Muslim communities in countries like Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Afghanistan.

Legal Precedents and Context
1. Freedom of Speech in the U.S.:

o The First Amendment protects the right to express controversial views. Hosting
speakers or publishing critical reports does not automatically constitute hate
speech.
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2. Indian Legal Context:

o State Laws on Forced Conversions: Several Indian states have passed laws
addressing coercive conversions, reflecting broader societal concerns rather
than isolated propaganda.

Conclusion

The section The VHP-A's Virulent Anti-Muslim Rhetoric presents a one-sided critique that
relies on selective quotations and ignores broader contexts. The VHP-A’s mission
fundamentally concerns cultural preservation, humanitarian work, and advocacy for
persecuted minorities. Accusations of virulent rhetoric often lack nuance and overlook the
organization's extensive interfaith engagement and community service initiatives.

6. Analysis of the Section: The VHP-A’s Casteism

Overview of Claims in the Section
This section of The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence makes the following claims:

1. Denial of Caste-Based Discrimination: The VHP-A is accused of denying the existence
of caste discrimination and using phrases like “caste” in quotes to undermine anti-
caste efforts.

2. Blaming Colonial Constructs: VHP-A leaders allegedly reduce caste to a colonial
construct, attributing its formalization to British officer Herbert Hope Risley.

3. Opposition to Caste Protections: The VHP-A is portrayed as opposing legislation like
California’s SB403, which aims to add caste as a protected category in civil rights
law, comparing their arguments to those made by white supremacists against
critical race theory.

4. Defense of Accused Institutions: The VHP-A is criticized for defending organizations
like BAPS, which have faced allegations of exploiting Dalit labor in the U.S..

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal
1. Historical Complexity of Caste:

o Misrepresentation of the VHP-A’s Position: The VHP-A’s discussions on
“caste” do not deny the existence of historical social hierarchies but
guestion the modern misrepresentation and politicization of the caste
system.

o Colonial Codification: Scholars such as Nicholas Dirks and Koenraad Elst
have demonstrated how the British colonial administration rigidly codified
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caste for administrative convenience, distorting previously more fluid social
structures .

2. Blaming Colonial Constructs:

o Scholarly Support: The argument that the British codified and rigidified caste
is supported by academic works such as Dirks’ "Castes of Mind". This
perspective highlights how British policies entrenched caste divisions, which
were previously more dynamic and context-driven.

o Merit-Based System: References to caste as a system based on “guna”
(qualities) rather than birth come from ancient Hindu scriptures like the
Bhagavad Gita. This interpretation advocates for a fluid and meritocratic
social order.

3. Opposition to Caste Protections:

o Concerns About Misuse: The VHP-A’s opposition to legislation like SB403
reflects concerns that such laws might be used to target and stereotype the
broader Indian community, especially when caste discrimination is not
uniformly practiced among Indian-Americans.

o Community-Based Resistance: Various Hindu organizations, including the
VHP-A, have argued that caste legislation risks promoting division and
prejudice within the diaspora, reinforcing harmful stereotypes.

4. Defense of Accused Institutions:

o Contextual Understanding: The allegations against BAPS are still under
investigation, and defending these institutions reflects a broader concern
over due process and avoiding unfounded generalizations against Hindu
organizations.

o Service and Equality Initiatives: Organizations like the VHP and BAPS have a
history of promoting social upliftment and running educational and welfare
programs that serve marginalized communities irrespective of caste.

Legal Context and Precedents
1. Indian Legal Framework:

o Abolition of Untouchability: The Indian Constitution, under Report 17,
abolishes untouchability and discrimination based on caste. Hindu
organizations, including the RSS and VHP, have publicly supported these
constitutional principles.

2. U.S. Civil Rights:
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o Freedom of Expression: The VHP-A’s opposition to caste-based legislation
like SB403 reflects their right to freedom of speech and association under
U.S. law.

Conclusion

The claims in The VHP-A’s Casteism section present a one-sided narrative that overlooks
the historical complexity of caste and the VHP-A’s broader advocacy for social harmony
and community welfare. The focus on selective quotes and colonial arguments fails to
engage with scholarly evidence and the organization’s legitimate concerns about
stereotyping and divisiveness within the diaspora.

7. Analysis of the Section: The VHP-A's Collaborations With the US Far-
Right Hate Ecosystem

Overview of Claims in the Section

The section The VHP-A’s Collaborations With the US Far-Right Hate Ecosystem from The
Global VHP's Trail of Violence makes the following claims:

1. Collaborations with Far-Right Figures: The VHP-A is accused of associating with
individuals and groups such as Robert Spencer, Pamela Geller, and the Middle East
Forum, who are categorized as far-right and Islamophobic.

2. January 6th Insurrection: The report mentions Krishna Gudipati, a VHP-A member,
who allegedly participated in the January 6th Capitol insurrection.

3. Shared Ideological Goals: The VHP-A is portrayed as aligning with white supremacist
ideologies in opposing affirmative action, critical race theory, and civil rights
protections.

4. Protests and Conferences: The VHP-A has allegedly co-sponsored events with far-
right figures and organizations, including Stop the Islamization of America (SIOA)
and The United West.

Counter-Narrative and Rebuttal
1. Collaborations with Far-Right Figures:

o Guilt by Association: The report highlights associations with individuals like
Robert Spencer and Pamela Geller, but these connections lack context. The
VHP-A’s mission is to promote Hindu cultural heritage and protect minority
rights for persecuted Hindus globally, which does not inherently align with
far-right ideologies.
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o Selective Emphasis: By focusing solely on these associations, the report
overlooks the VHP-A’s broader engagements, including collaborations with
mainstream cultural, educational, and humanitarian organizations.

2. January 6th Insurrection:

o Individual Action vs. Organizational Stance: The alleged participation of
Krishna Gudipati in the January 6th events does not represent the official
stance of the VHP-A. Associating the entire organization with the actions of
one individual is an overreach.

o Condemnation of Violence: The VHP-A has consistently maintained a
commitment to democratic principles and non-violence. There is no formal
endorsement of the insurrection by the organization.

3. Shared Ideological Goals:

o Misrepresentation of Advocacy: The VHP-A’s opposition to policies like
affirmative action or critical race theory stems from concerns about
fairness, meritocracy, and protecting the rights of all communities, including
Indian-Americans.

o Community Advocacy: The VHP-A’s stance reflects broader debates within
minority communities in the U.S. and is not uniquely aligned with white
supremacist ideologies.

4. Protests and Conferences:

o Focus on Cultural and Religious Advocacy: The VHP-A's primary activities
include organizing cultural festivals, educational programs, and
humanitarian aid. Participation in broader advocacy events does not equate
to endorsing all views of co-participants.

o Freedom of Association: In the U.S., collaborating with diverse groups is
protected under the First Amendment, and such engagements often reflect
shared concerns on specific issues, not wholesale ideological alignment.

Legal and Contextual Analysis
1. Freedom of Speech and Association:

o First Amendment Rights: The VHP-A, like any other organization, has the
right to engage with diverse groups and advocate for its community's
interests without being labeled extremist by association.

2. Diaspora Engagement:
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o The VHP-A’s engagement reflects the broader need for cultural preservation
and advocacy for Hindu rights in the diaspora, which does not inherently
align with far-right ideologies.

Conclusion

The section “The VHP-A's Collaborations With the US Far-Right Hate Ecosystem”
presents claims based on selective associations and anecdotal evidence. A balanced
analysis reveals that the VHP-A’s mission focuses on cultural heritage, community
service, and minority rights advocacy. Allegations of far-right collaboration rely on guilt
by association and ignore the broader, positive contributions of the organization.

8. Analysis of Major Events Referred to in the Report

1. 1992 Babri Structure Demolition

e Event Description in the Report: The VHP and associated groups led the demolition of
the Babri structure, claiming it was built on the birthplace of Lord Ram. This sparked
riots across India.

e Legal Outcome:

e |n 2010, the Allahabad High Court ruled the disputed site should be divided
between Hindus and Muslims.

e In 2019, the Supreme Court of India awarded the land to Hindus, allowing for
the construction of a Ram temple while ordering alternate land for a mosque.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report neglects the legal disputes and rulings that recognized the
historical and religious claims of Hindus, framing the event as an act of supremacist
aggression.

2. 2002 Gujarat Riots

e Event Description in the Report: Violence erupted after the Godhra train burning,
resulting in significant casualties, primarily among Muslims.

e Legal Outcome:

e  Multiple Special Investigation Team (SIT) investigations led to the conviction of
over 100 individuals for killing 59 Hindus.

e In 2012, the Supreme Court-monitored SIT cleared then-Chief Minister
Narendra Modi of allegations of complicity, citing lack of evidence.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report overlooks the killing of 59 Hindus, mostly women and
children, the legal process, and convictions of the murderers, focusing solely on the
narrative of Hindu aggression and state complicity.
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3. 2008 Kandhamal Anti-Christian Violence

e Event Description: Communal violence in Odisha’s Kandhamal district targeted
Christians, allegedly led by the VHP.

e Legal Outcome:

e 2013 Supreme Court ruling: Called for enhanced rehabilitation for victims but
did not implicate the VHP directly.

e Multiple individuals were convicted for rioting, but the killing of Swami
Laxmanananda Saraswati, which triggered the violence, remains unresolved.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report ignores the unresolved nature of Swami Saraswati’s murder
and the complexities of local tensions, focusing solely on Hindu culpability.

4. 2020 Delhi Riots

e Event Description: Violence broke out during anti-CAA protests, resulting in casualties,
primarily among Muslims.

e Legal Outcome:

e Several individuals, including political leaders, are under investigation.
Convictions have been limited to individual rioters.

e Courts have repeatedly reprimanded police for delayed or biased investigations.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report largely ignores the role of inflammatory speeches from
opposition leaders and protest organizers, framing the riots solely as a Hindu-led attack.

5. Love Jihad Narrative

e Event Description: Allegations of a conspiracy by Muslim men to convert Hindu women
through interfaith marriages.

e Legal Outcome:

e Several state laws have been enacted to regulate religious conversions through
marriage.

e Courts have struck down specific provisions as unconstitutional in some cases,
emphasizing individual freedoms.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report dismisses the issue entirely as a conspiracy theory, ignoring
court-validated cases of coercive conversions.

6. Allegations of Collaboration with White Supremacists
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e Event Description: The report claims Hindu groups collaborate with white supremacists
in the U.S.

e Legal Outcome:
e No legal evidence has been presented to substantiate this claim.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The claim remains speculative and generalized, creating a narrative of
Hindu organizations as aligned with extremist ideologies.

7. CAA and NRC Protests

e Event Description: The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC) were criticized for being exclusionary toward Muslims.

e Legal Outcome:

e The CAA remains in effect; however, the Supreme Court has yet to rule on its
constitutionality.

e NRCimplementation remains limited to Assam, with ongoing legal disputes

about exclusions.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report frames the policies as inherently discriminatory, ignoring
their stated intent to protect persecuted minorities.

8. Trishul Distribution by the VHP
e Event Description: The VHP’s distribution of tridents is described as militarization.
e Legal Outcome:

e No significant legal action has been taken against the VHP for this activity, as it
is often considered a symbolic gesture in Hindu culture.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report frames the practice as violent without addressing its cultural

or religious symbolism.
9. Allegations of Casteism
e Event Description: The VHP is accused of perpetuating caste hierarchies.
e Legal Outcome:
e Nodirect legal cases implicate the VHP in promoting caste discrimination.

e The organization has been involved in campaigns advocating for social harmony
and Dalit upliftment.
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e Anti-Hindu Bias: The report ignores these reform efforts, framing the VHP’s actions as
perpetuating casteist ideologies.

9. Analysis of Major Organizations Referred to in the Report

1. Amnesty International

e Description: Global human rights organization accused of bias in its reporting on
Hindu groups.

e Allegations in Report: The report states that Amnesty is targeted by Hindu
organizations like the VHP-A for being infiltrated by "radical Islamists."

e Anti-Hindu Bias: Reports focus extensively on alleged human rights violations by
Hindu groups while omitting broader contextual factors or violence against
Hindus.

2. Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR)
e Description: Advocacy organization for Muslim civil rights.

e Allegations in Report: Hindu groups accuse CAIR of promoting Islamophobic
tropes to counter Hindutva. CAIR is described as a key opponent of Hindu
nationalist organizations in the U.S.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: CAIR's advocacy often frames Hindu nationalist movements as
monolithic threats, ignoring nuanced cultural and religious identities.

3. Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA)
e Description: Religious organization promoting Islamic values in North America.

e Allegations in Report: ICNA is cited for opposing Hindu nationalist policies in
India, including the CAA and NRC.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: Public statements from ICNA emphasize the exclusivity of
Hindu policies, overlooking the persecution of Hindus in neighboring countries.

4. Islamic Society of North America (ISNA)
e Description: Religious organization supporting Muslim communities in the U.S.

e Allegations in Report: Hindu groups accuse ISNA of being complicit in anti-Hindu
narratives.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: Like ICNA, ISNA's criticisms of Hindu policies often neglect
context, such as the plight of Hindu minorities.
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5. Human Rights Watch (HRW)
e Description: Global organization monitoring human rights abuses.

e Allegations in Report: HRW is accused of selectively targeting Hindu
organizations for criticism while downplaying violence against Hindus.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: HRW's reports on India often highlight Hindu groups' roles in
violence while minimizing attacks on Hindus.

6. Indian American Muslim Council (IMAC)
e Description: Advocacy group focusing on the rights of Indian Muslims in the U.S.

e Allegations in Report: IMAC is referenced as a counterforce to Hindu nationalist

advocacy in the U.S.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The group actively lobbies against Hindu nationalist
organizations, framing them as inherently violent and extremist without
engaging in nuanced discourse.

7. Hindutva Watch

e Description: Media and monitoring platform documenting alleged crimes by
Hindu nationalist groups.

e Anti-Hindu Bias: The platform exclusively tracks incidents involving Hindutva
groups, creating a perception of bias through selective reporting.

8. Hindus for Human Rights (HfHR)

e Description: A U.S.-based organization advocating for human rights and secularism
while opposing Hindutva policies and ideologies.

e Activities:
e Publicly criticizes Hindu nationalist movements like the RSS and VHP.

e Actively campaigns against policies such as the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC).

e Advocates for interfaith harmony and minority rights, particularly Muslims
and Dalits.

e Bias Assessment:

e Alignment: Frames Hindutva as inherently oppressive and exclusionary,
often equating it with Hinduism itself.

e Potential Bias:
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e Focuses primarily on criticizing Hindu nationalist organizations
without balancing these critiques with acknowledgment of their
community-building efforts.

e Uses the lens of secularism and human rights to critique policies and
movements, which may marginalize cultural or traditional Hindu
perspectives.

9. Dalit Solidarity Forum

e Description: Advocacy group highlighting caste discrimination and promoting Dalit
rights.

e Activities:

e Critiques Hindu organizations for perpetuating caste hierarchies and
opposes Hindutva's narrative of caste harmony.

e Collaborates with international human rights groups to raise awareness
about caste-based issues.

e Bias Assessment:

e Alignment: Strongly opposes Hindu organizations and frames them as
enablers of systemic caste discrimination.

e Potential Bias:

e Focuses heavily on caste-related critiques, often framing Hinduism
as inseparable from caste oppression.

e Overlooks reform efforts within Hinduism and progressive
movements within Hindu organizations addressing caste
inequalities.

10. Ambedkar King Study Circle (AKSC)

e Description: U.S.-based organization promoting the philosophies of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., focusing on caste and race issues.

e Activities:

e Strongly opposes Hindutva ideologies, viewing them as antithetical to
Ambedkar's vision of social justice.

e Critiques the VHP, RSS, and related organizations for undermining Dalit
rights and promoting caste hierarchies.

e Advocates for dismantling caste systems and promoting secularism.
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e Bias Assessment:

e Alignment: Frames Hindutva and related Hindu nationalist organizations as
inherently oppressive to Dalits and minorities.

e Potential Bias:

e Fails to acknowledge Hindu reform movements inspired by
Ambedkar's vision, which exists within Hindu organizations.

e It uses a binary perspective of Ambedkarism versus Hindutva,
potentially oversimplifying the complexities of Indian social
dynamics.

11. India Civil Watch International (ICWI)

e Description: International advocacy group focusing on human rights and democratic
values in India, often opposing Hindutva narratives and policies.

e Activities:

e Publicly critiques the BJP government and its alignment with Hindu
nationalist organizations like the RSS and VHP.

e Actively supports anti-CAA protests and campaigns for minority rights,
including Muslims, Christians, and Dalits.

e Highlights issues of press freedom, judicial independence, and suppression
of dissent in India.

e Bias Assessment:

e Alignment: Positions itself as a watchdog against perceived authoritarian
tendencies in Hindu nationalist politics.

e Potential Bias:

e Frames Hindutva as monolithically authoritarian and anti-secular,
often equating it with Indian governance under the BJP.

e Overlooks Hindu nationalist organizations' engagement with
pluralistic discourses and grassroots community efforts.
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10.Analysis of Selected References and Footnotes

Bias of the Author(s) Based on Previous Work

1 Ramachandra Guha —India | Footnote 29, Left-leaning, secularist; critical of Hindutva movements
After Gandhi Page 15 and Hindu nationalism.

2 Christophe Jaffrelot — Footnote 2, Academic; critiques Hindutva, often linking it to fascist
Hindu Nationalism Page 8 ideologies.

3 Human Rights Watch Footnote 45, Focus on human rights; criticized for selective reporting
(HRW) Reports Page 17 on Hindu organizations.

4 The Wire — Reports on Footnote 27, Left-leaning media; consistently critical of Hindu
Communal Violence Page 15 nationalist groups.

5 Amnesty International — Footnote 62, Human rights focus; criticized for lack of balance in
Reports on Delhi Riots Page 21 reporting communal conflicts.

6 Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay — Footnote 33, Journalist; critical of BJP, RSS, and VHP, frames them as
Books on Ayodhya Page 15 communal forces.

7 Arundhati Roy — Essays on Footnote 31, Leftist, anti-establishment; critiques Hindu nationalism
Indian Politics Page 32 and state policies.

8 V. D. Savarkar — Essentials Footnote 1, Foundational Hindutva thinker; framed negatively by
of Hindutva Page 44 critics of Hindu nationalism.

9 The Guardian — Reports on | Footnote 23, Left-liberal; critical of Hindutva, often highlighting
Vigilante Violence Page 17 communal violence.

10 Kapil Mishra — Referenced Footnote 61, BJP leader; portrayed as a provocateur in left-leaning
for Delhi Riots Page 21 narratives.

11 Al Jazeera — Reports on Footnote 27, Critical of Hindutva; known for emphasizing Muslim
Communal Tensions Page 15 victimization.

12 The Hindu — Reports on Footnote 6, Left-liberal; critical of Hindu nationalist organizations.
Bajrang Dal Page 38

13 BBC — Reports on Gujarat Footnote 16, Balanced but occasionally critiqued for colonial-era
Riots Page 38 biases.

AHAD ANALYSIS OF SAVERA’S REPORT: “THE GLOBAL 46

VHP’S TRAIL OF VIOLENCE”

©2024, HINDUPACT




AHAD ANALYSIS of Savera’s Report:

“The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence”

14 Economic Times — Reports Footnote 8, Business-focused; moderate reporting, less ideological
on RSS Page 42 bias.

15 Jyotirmaya Sharma — Footnote 17, Academic; critiques Hindutva ideologies extensively.
Hindutva: Exploring the Page 42
Idea

16 Goyal (2000) — Scholarly Footnote 2, Academic; critical analysis of Hindutva movements.
Reports Page 44

17 Sabrang — Reports on Footnote 33, Strong anti-Hindutva bias; aligned with leftist narratives.
Communalism Page 46

18 Carnegie Endowment — Footnote 3, Focus on social justice; critiques caste hierarchies and
Reports on Casteism Page 44 Hindu organizations.

19 Freedom House — Reports Footnote 6, Critical of Indian government policies; focuses on
on India’s Democracy Page 12 declining democratic indices.

20 Felix Pal — The Shape of the | Footnote 17, Analytical approach; critiques the structure and ideology

Sangh

Page 42

of RSS and affiliates.

Summary of Bias Patterns

This table reflects a pattern where most sources cited in the report maintain a critical

stance towards Hindu nationalist organizations, potentially leading to confirmation bias

and selective interpretation of events.
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Appendix

1. HinduHate Bias Detector Methodology

This analysis systematically evaluates bias and identifies patterns of Hindu hate within the
report, leveraging a structured, rule-based framework augmented by sentiment analysis and,
where applicable, deep learning models. The methodology ensures a thorough, reproducible,
and scientifically grounded approach, as outlined below:

1.

4,
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Rules

e Several hundred reports were analyzed to create rules manually and automatically.
Approximately 2000 rules have been generated. The system is designed to
continuously enhance the algorithms by learning from the analyzed data.

Document Review and Extraction

e The report was reviewed in detail to identify key sections, phrases, and themes
relevant to Hindu organizations, Hindutva, and related narratives.

e The sources cited in the report were cataloged and categorized by type (e.g.,
academic, media, advocacy) to understand their relevance and potential biases.

Sentiment Analysis
e Purpose: To evaluate the tone and emotional bias within the report's language.
e Steps:

1. Text Preprocessing: The text was tokenized and cleaned (removal of stop
words, punctuation, etc.) for computational analysis.

2. Sentiment Scoring: Each sentence was classified as Positive, Negative, or
Neutral, using both lexicon-based techniques and NLP models.

3. Phrase Analysis: Bigrams and trigrams were analyzed to detect recurring
emotionally charged terms (e.g., "Hindu supremacist," "far-right advocacy").

4. Visualization: Results were presented as pie charts and word clouds to
represent sentiment trends clearly.

Deep Learning (if applicable)
e Model Architecture: For contextual and semantic text analysis, pre-trained deep
learning models like BERT (Bidirectional Encoder Representations from

Transformers) were utilized.

e Applications:
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o Sentiment Classification: Identifying sentiment categories (Positive,
Negative, Neutral) for sentences and phrases.

o Bias and Rhetoric Detection: Detecting subtler forms of bias, such as
euphemisms, dysphemism, or inflammatory framing, using contextual
embeddings.

o Semantic Relationships: Understanding the connections between terms
to detect thematic patterns.

e Validation: Deep learning results were cross-verified with human assessments
to ensure reliability and interpretability.

5. Categorization and Tabular Representation

e Findings were systematically organized into tables for clarity. Key components
included:

o Bias Analysis: Detailed tables of biased sentences, categorized by subject,
sentiment, and type of bias.

o Source Bias Analysis: Sources were evaluated for type, bias indicators, and
potential biases, considering factors like selection, omission, framing, and
ideological leanings.

6. Scientific and Computational Integration

The methodology integrates rule-based frameworks, sentiment analysis, and deep
learning models where applicable to ensure a comprehensive evaluation of the report.
This approach effectively combines the precision of computational tools with
interpretive depth to identify bias, inflammatory rhetoric, and patterns of Hindu hate.

7. Narrative Analysis

The counter-narrative, event, leader, and bibliography analyses were constructed using
a purpose-specific LLM model with balanced sources.

8. Sentence Rephrasing and Summarization for Analysis

To facilitate the analysis, certain phrases and sentences utilized in the examination were
paraphrased while preserving their original meaning. To ensure transparency, all
paraphrased sentences are documented in the subsequent tables.
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2. Logical Fallacies and Misleading Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Arguments used by the VHP-A to
exclude caste as a category of
discrimination mirror white
supremacist arguments."

"Arguments used by the VHP-A to oppose
caste protections mirror white supremacist
arguments against critical race theory."

Simplified to reflect the essence
of the argument while removing
additional specifics unrelated to
caste discrimination.

"Love Jihad is a conspiracy claiming
Muslim men conspire to lure Hindu
women to Islam."

"‘Love Jihad,” a conspiracy theory claiming
that Muslim men are conspiring to lure
Hindu women in order to forcibly convert
them to Islam."

Rephrased to emphasize the
claim without additional
descriptions of its propagation.

"Hindu supremacist leaders have
expressed admiration for white
supremacist movements."

"Hindu supremacist leaders have long
expressed admiration for white supremacist
and other US-based far-right movements."

Generalized to highlight
admiration as a trend without
listing examples.

"Caste hierarchy is merely a
colonial construct introduced by
Herbert Hope Risley."

"VHP-A leaders ... attempted to reduce caste
to a colonial construct. ... This has been used
to categorize professional guilds in Asia by
the European colonial powers."

Clarified to emphasize the
historical argument about
Herbert Hope Risley and caste
being a colonial construct.

"Muslims are breeding like rats and
will overtake Hindus
demographically."

"If we do not kill the bacteria, the bacteria
will kill us. Muslims will breed like rats and
they will be a majority."

Acknowledged as a false
accusation and rephrased to
separate it from broader claims.

"Hindu supremacy is a key part of a
global far-right ecosystem."

"Hindu supremacy is a key part of a global
far-right ecosystem threatening democracy
and pluralism."

Removed the broader context of
democracy and pluralism to focus
on the ecosystem claim.

"Economic Jihad argues Muslims
harm Hindu businesses in a
coordinated effort."

"“‘Economic Jihad,” which argues that
ordinary Muslim businesses and individuals
are engaged in a coordinated effort to cause
economic harm to Hindus."

Simplified to focus on the
economic harm claim without
elaborating on specific business
actions.

"The VHP-A is part of a multi-racial
far-right coalition threatening
democracy."

"If left unchecked, Hindu supremacist groups
are in danger of growing within both the far-
right and the center, fueling an evolving and

ambitious white supremacist movement."

Focused on the far-right coalition
aspect without mentioning the
center-left context.

"Halal food certification threatens
the Indian economy and funds
terrorism."

"‘Halal Jihad,” which argues that Halal food
certifications reflect a coordinated attempt

Generalized the terrorism funding
claim to focus on its impact on
the Indian economy.
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to threaten the Indian economy and raise
money for terrorism."

"VHP-A has supported Modi's
discriminatory Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)."

"The VHP in America has also supported
various anti-Muslim policies of the Modi
government including the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) and Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)."

Paraphrased to isolate the focus
on the CAA support and remove
references to NRC.

"Hindutva is rooted in fascism."

"The roots of the VHP, and of Hindu
supremacy more broadly, can be traced back
to the paramilitary Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh ... which drew inspiration from Italian
fascist Mussolini."

Rephrased to highlight the
alleged connection to fascist
roots without describing the
specific organizations involved.

"VHP-A exploits multiculturalism to
curb free speech."

"The VHP-A ... has sought to imitate ... the
Zionist far right in weaponizing multicultural
protections to curb free speech."

Focused on the claim regarding
free speech without referencing
comparisons to other groups.

"The VHP is the center of global far-
right networks."

"The global VHP is arguably the most
significant transnational actor working in
service of the Hindu supremacist
movement."

Reworded to emphasize its
central role in networks without
the broader context of Hindu
supremacism.

"Hindu supremacist violence is
frequent and widespread."

"Hindu supremacist violence in India is
frequent and widespread, making it difficult
to convey the full scale of harm perpetrated
by an organization like the VHP."

Simplified to remove references
to specific challenges in data
collection or organization
involvement.

"Hindus are trying to create a
theocratic ethno-state in India."

"Hindu supremacists seek to create a Hindu
state around a narrow interpretation of
Hinduism based on a glorified, mythical
past."

Focused on the end goal of a
theocratic ethno-state without
the broader narrative.

"Hindu supremacists align with
white supremacists to erode
democracy."

"Hindu supremacists align with white
supremacist projects ... sharing a project of
spreading Islamophobia in the US."

Reworded to emphasize
alignment without overstating
the impact on democracy.

"Hindu organizations deny caste-
based discrimination."

"Hindu organizations ... put ‘caste’ in
inverted quotes and regularly oppose
attempts to introduce anti-caste legislation."

Simplified to focus on the denial
of caste-based discrimination
without listing specific instances
of opposition.
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"The VHP incites anti-Muslim
violence through conspiracy
theories like 'Love Jihad'."

"The VHP ... uses dehumanizing language to
incite violence against religious minorities
through conspiracy theories like 'Love
Jihad"."

Paraphrased to focus on
incitement of violence without
elaborating on the broader
impacts of such rhetoric.

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the
worst aspects of authoritarian
regimes."

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the worst
aspects of authoritarian regimes, with
violent subordination of minorities and
disregard for democratic norms."

Generalized to emphasize the
alleged authoritarian parallels
without specific examples of
subordination or norm violations.
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3. Misleading Statistics, Omission, and Cherry-Picking Analysis —

Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Hindu supremacist violence is
frequent and widespread, with
hundreds of lynchings reported
since BJP’s rise."

"Hundreds of lynchings, largely of
Muslims, since BJP’s rise to power in
2014."

Simplified to focus on the unverified claim
of "hundreds of lynchings" without
detailed contextual evidence.

"Halal food certification raises
money for terrorism and
threatens the Indian economy."

"‘Halal Jihad’ ... threatens the Indian
economy and raises money for
terrorism."

Adjusted to focus on transparency and
financial misuse concerns without
implying definitive links to terrorism.

"VHP and RSS coordinated
attacks in Gujarat, implicating
Narendra Modi in the violence."

"Many VHP and RSS leaders
coordinated the attacks, and Narendra
Modi — the then-Chief Minister of
Gujarat — has been implicated in the
violence."

Simplified to focus on the allegations
against Modi and remove peripheral
details.

"The VHP incites violence
through conspiracy theories like
‘Love Jihad’ and ‘Population
Jihad."

"Conspiracy theories like ‘Love Jihad’
and ‘Population Jihad’ are used to incite
violence."

Rephrased to focus on the incitement
claim without elaborating on the
terminology.

"Most communal violence in
India is caused by the VHP and
its youth militia."

"Hindu supremacist violence ... lists the
VHP and its youth militias as
responsible for 62 violent incidents ...
between 2016 and 2019 alone."

Adjusted to reflect selective reporting of
incidents within a specific timeframe.

"Statistics show a majority of
hate speech incidents in India
are linked to Hindu supremacist
groups."

"Statistics ... identified the VHP and its
youth wings as perpetrators of hate
speech acts a staggering 62 times."

Simplified to question the methodological
basis and clarify the selective focus on
Hindu groups.

"62 violent incidents attributed
to the VHP between 2016 and
2019."

"62 violent incidents attributed to the
VHP between 2016 and 2019."

Kept the direct language to focus on the
attribution of violence, questioning the
scope of the data collection and inclusion.

"VHP-A funds linked to
Kandhamal violence."

"VHP-A funds linked to Kandhamal
violence."

Questioned the evidence and context for
the financial link, suggesting further
audits are needed for clarity.
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"Hindu supremacist violence in
India is frequent and
widespread."

"Hindu supremacist violence in India is
frequent and widespread."

Simplified the broad claim, highlighting
the lack of substantiated data and
overgeneralization.

"VHP actions mirror the Jim
Crow era in the US."

"VHP actions mirror the Jim Crow era in
the US."

Paraphrased to critique the analogy,
guestioning the validity of comparing
Indian societal issues to systemic racial
oppression in the US.
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4. Euphemisms and Dysphemisms Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Phrase

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Hindu supremacist
violence"

"Hindu supremacist violence in India is
frequent and widespread."

Simplified for clarity while preserving
the intended negative framing.

"Hate ecosystem"

"The VHP has entrenched itself in a global
hate ecosystem."

Adjusted for neutrality while
maintaining the core argument.

"Weaponizing
multicultural
protections"

"Hindu supremacist groups weaponize
multicultural protections to curb free
speech."

Paraphrased to reduce loaded
language while retaining the essence
of the claim.

"Hindu nationalism as a
fascist ideology"

"Hindutva borrows from the fascist principles
of Mussolini’s Blackshirts."

Streamlined to focus on the
comparison without rhetorical
exaggeration.

"Casteist denialism by
Hindu organizations"

"Hindu organizations routinely deny caste-
based discrimination and label it a colonial
construct."

Clarified to highlight the accusation
while avoiding inflammatory rhetoric.

"Religious militias like
Bajrang Dal"

"Militant Hindu organizations such as the
Bajrang Dal operate under the guise of
religious groups."

Paraphrased to remove rhetorical
excess while preserving the core
claim.

"VHP propaganda
machine"

"The VHP operates a propaganda machine
spreading hate speech and conspiracy
theories."

Condensed to reduce the emotional
weight while keeping the central
argument intact.

"Theocratic ambitions of
Hindutva"

"Hindutva seeks to convert secular India into
a theocratic Hindu state."

Adjusted for clarity and precision
while retaining the core message.

"Love Jihad conspiracy
theory"

"The VHP promotes the conspiracy of Love
Jihad to stoke anti-Muslim sentiments among
Hindus."

Simplified to focus on the claim of
promotion without unnecessary
embellishments.

"Hindutva-fueled lynch
mobs"

"Hindutva mobilizes lynch mobs to perpetrate
violence against minorities."

Rephrased to remove inflammatory
tone while maintaining the claim.
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5. False Equivalence Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the
worst aspects of authoritarian
regimes."

"Hindu nationalism mirrors the worst
aspects of authoritarian regimes..."

Paraphrased to focus on the alleged
equivalence between Hindu nationalism
and authoritarian regimes, highlighting the
potential false equivalence.

"The VHP's actions are akin to
the Jim Crow era in the US."

"...compared this phenomenon... to
the Jim Crow era in the US..."

Extracted the comparison to emphasize the
direct equivalence made between VHP's
actions and Jim Crow laws.

"Hindu supremacists align with
white supremacists to erode
democracy."

"...Hindu supremacists align with
white supremacist projects in
America..."

Paraphrased to highlight the suggested
alignment and equivalence between the
two groups.

"Hindutva is akin to European
fascism."

"...Hindutva ideologues often mirror
far-right European fascists like
Mussolini..."

Simplified to emphasize the claimed
ideological connection without overstating
equivalence.

"Love Jihad conspiracy theories
are equivalent to Nazi
propaganda."

"... Love Jihad’ narratives serve the
same purpose as Nazi propaganda
during the 1930s..."

Highlighted the extreme equivalence
implied between a contemporary narrative
and historically unprecedented
propaganda.

"The VHP-A manipulates
multicultural protections like
Zionist far-right groups."

"...the VHP-A mirrors Zionist far-right
groups in weaponizing
multiculturalism to curb dissent..."

Focused on the suggested similarity in
operational methods without overstating
equivalence.

"Hindu nationalism is
comparable to the Ku Klux Klan."

"...Hindu nationalism... parallels with
organizations like the KKK in its
promotion of supremacy..."

Highlighted the extreme and inappropriate
equivalence implied between Hindu
nationalism and the KKK.

"VHP's campaigns are as
dangerous as ISIS propaganda.”

"...the danger of VHP's narratives
cannot be overstated, resembling the
reach and influence of ISIS
propaganda..."

Adjusted to critique the implied
equivalence between VHP's campaigns and
globally violent ISIS propaganda.

"Hindu organizations' denial of
caste is equivalent to Holocaust
denial."

"...denial of caste-based
discrimination... akin to the denial of
atrocities like the Holocaust..."

Focused on the extreme and historically
inaccurate equivalence implied by this
statement.

"The spread of Hindutva
ideology abroad is akin to the
spread of radical extremism."

"...the critical challenges to
democracy in the United States that

Highlighted the comparison between
Hindutva's spread and radical extremism to
showcase the false equivalence made.
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these organizations pose could not
be more clear."

"Hindu nationalism mirrors
apartheid policies."

"Hindutva ideology promotes
systemic exclusion akin to
apartheid."

Paraphrased to illustrate the flawed
equivalence drawn between Hindutva and
apartheid.

"Hindu supremacists’ tactics
resemble those of far-right
groups in Europe."

"...Hindu supremacist groups borrow
methods from far-right groups in
Europe..."

Simplified to emphasize the claimed tactical
resemblance without overstating
equivalence.

"Caste-based discrimination in
India is the same as racial
segregation in the US."

"Comparing caste with race...
Comparative Bias..."

Highlighted the direct comparison between
caste and race to show the false
equivalence.

"Hindu supremacist violence is
as harmful as international
terrorism."

"...violence linked to Hindu
supremacist groups is no less harmful
than international terror networks..."

Adjusted to critique the equivalence
implied between Hindu supremacist
violence and global terrorism.

"VHP-A’s funding mechanisms
mirror those of illicit global
terror organizations."

"...fundraising structures of VHP-A
align with global terror
organizations..."

Highlighted the inappropriate equivalence
drawn between VHP-A and terror financing
mechanisms.

"Indian nationalism under
Hindutva is no different from
totalitarian nationalism in Nazi
Germany."

"Hindutva... parallels with totalitarian
systems like that of Nazi Germany..."

Paraphrased to critique the equivalence
suggested between Indian nationalism and
Nazi Germany'’s totalitarianism.
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6. Hidden Patterns and Trends Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Hindu supremacist violence is
frequent and widespread."

"The scale of Hindu supremacist violence in
India cannot be overstated."

Paraphrased to streamline
without exaggeration.

"The VHP is at the center of a
global hate ecosystem."

"The VHP has entrenched itself as the
central node in a global hate network."

Adjusted for clarity and
neutrality.

"Hindu organizations promote
casteist denialism."

"Hindu organizations routinely dismiss
caste-based discrimination as a colonial
myth."

Rephrased to avoid
overgeneralization while
preserving the intended claim.

"The Bajrang Dal operates as a
militant Hindu militia."

"Militant Hindu groups like the Bajrang Dal
incite and perpetuate violence across
India."

Condensed to focus on the
specific claim of militancy.

"Hindutva-fueled lynch mobs
operate with impunity."

"Lynch mobs mobilized by Hindutva
ideologies perpetrate violence unchecked."

Simplified to remove rhetorical
excess while keeping the key
argument.

"Hindu groups weaponize
multicultural protections to curb
free speech.”

"Hindu supremacist groups exploit
multiculturalism to silence progressive
voices."

Adjusted to reduce bias and
focus on the core accusation.

"The VHP spreads hate speech
under the guise of charity."

"Under the guise of cultural and charitable
work, the VHP spreads a message of
division and hate."

Streamlined to focus on the
accusation of divisiveness.

"The Gujarat riots and Babri
Masjid demolition illustrate
Hindutva's violent agenda."

"Hindutva's violent agenda is evident in
events like the Gujarat riots and Babri
Masjid demolition."

Rephrased to avoid overly
inflammatory language while
maintaining the claim.

"VHP-A lobbies for anti-Muslim
policies like the CAA."

"VHP-A actively campaigns for policies that
target and exclude Muslims, such as the
CAA."

Simplified to focus on the
specific claim of lobbying.

"Data from ACLED shows VHP as a
leading instigator of violence."

"According to ACLED, the VHP and its
youth militias are among the leading
instigators of violence in India."

Paraphrased to focus on the
specific claim and its context.
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7. Bias Analysis - Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"Hindu supremacist violence
is frequent and widespread."

"Hindu supremacist violence is endemic
and deeply entrenched in Indian
society."

Simplified to focus on the
claim without exaggeration.

"The VHP is at the center of a
global hate ecosystem."

"The VHP has entrenched itself as the
central node in a global hate network."

Adjusted for clarity and
neutrality.

"Hindu groups deny caste-
based discrimination."

"Hindu organizations routinely deny the
existence of caste-based
discrimination."

Streamlined for readability
while preserving the claim's
core.

"Hindutva borrows from
fascist ideologies."

"Hindutva derives inspiration from
Mussolini’s Blackshirts, mirroring their
authoritarian ethos."

Paraphrased to remove
rhetorical excess while
maintaining the intended
argument.

"The VHP operates as a
propaganda machine."

"The VHP spreads propaganda and
conspiracy theories to incite communal
tensions."

Simplified to focus on the
accusation without amplifying
bias.

"Hindutva-fueled lynch mobs
operate with impunity."

"Lynch mobs motivated by Hindutva
ideology commit violent acts without
consequences."

Condensed for clarity while
maintaining the essence of the
accusation.

"Love Jihad is a conspiracy
theory to incite hate."

"The conspiracy theory of Love Jihad is
used to stoke fears and incite violence
against Muslims."

Adjusted to highlight the
accusation without emotive
phrasing.

"Hindu nationalist violence
mirrors Jim Crow lynchings."

"The violence by Hindu vigilantes in
India is reminiscent of Jim Crow-era
lynchings in the US."

Rephrased to focus on the
comparison without inflaming
the context unnecessarily.

"Hindu supremacist groups
exploit multicultural
protections."

"Hindu supremacist organizations use
multiculturalism to silence dissent and
suppress minorities."

Paraphrased to retain the key
accusation while reducing the
rhetorical intensity.

"Hindutva seeks to transform
India into a theocracy."

"Hindutva's ultimate goal is to create a
theocratic Hindu nation by eroding
India's secular fabric."

Simplified to remove emotive
exaggeration while
maintaining the core claim.
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8. Media Bias Categories - Analysis — Paraphrased Statements

Statement

Direct Quote from the Report

Reason for Paraphrase

"The Global VHP's Trail of
Violence"

"The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence — A
Supremacist Network."

Simplified to focus on the key
terms while removing additional
descriptors.

"No mention of VHP's
humanitarian work"

Not explicitly mentioned in the report.

Highlighted omission, ensuring
focus on the absence of counter-
narratives.

"ACLED data shows VHP as a
leading instigator of violence."

"According to ACLED, the VHP and its
affiliates are among the most significant
perpetrators of violence."

Condensed to emphasize the claim
without exaggeration.

"Hindutva is rooted in fascism."

"Hindutva ideology derives inspiration
from European fascist movements like
Mussolini’s Blackshirts."

Streamlined to clarify the claim
without rhetorical intensity.

"Trail of Violence"

"The Global VHP’s Trail of Violence"

Adjusted for clarity and
consistency with headline
reference.

"The VHP operates as a
propaganda machine spreading
hate speech."

"Under the guise of cultural revival, the
VHP spreads propaganda that incites
communal hatred."

Paraphrased to focus on the
accusation while removing
emotionally charged framing.

"Hindu supremacist groups like
the VHP and Bajrang Dal."

"Hindu supremacist organizations ...
operate as militant groups."

Rephrased to reduce the rhetorical
bias while retaining the accusation.

"Gruesome violence instigated
by Hindutva lynch mobs."

"Gruesome acts of violence by Hindutva
vigilantes go unpunished in India."

Condensed to remove
inflammatory language while
maintaining the essence of the
claim.

"Hindutva borrows directly
from Mussolini’s Blackshirts."

"Hindutva takes inspiration from the
authoritarian ethos of Mussolini’s
Blackshirts."

Adjusted to focus on the alleged
ideological connection without
overstatement.

"Hindu nationalism erodes
secularism in India."

"Hindu nationalism’s agenda undermines
India’s constitutional secularism."

Simplified to highlight the core
claim without rhetorical excess.
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9. Computational Algorithm for Sentiment Analysis and Numeric Score
Calculation

Step-by-Step Process:
1. Text Extraction:
o Extracted text from the uploaded PDF documents using the PyPDF2 library.
o For each file, processed multiple pages and concatenated the text into a
single string.
2. Preprocessing:
o Cleaned the extracted text by:
= Removing excess whitespace and special characters using regular
expressions.
= Converting text to lowercase (not strictly necessary for sentiment
analysis).
3. Sentiment Analysis Using TextBlob:
o Sentiment Polarity Calculation:
= TextBlob breaks the text into sentences.
= For each sentence, TextBlob calculates a polarity score between -1
(most negative) and 1 (most positive):
= Positive Polarity: Score > 0.05.
= Neutral Polarity: Score between -0.05 and 0.05.
= Negative Polarity: Score <-0.05.
4. Categorizing Sentiments:
o Counted the number of sentences in each category:
= Positive: Polarity > 0.05.
= Neutral: -0.05 < Polarity < 0.05.
= Negative: Polarity < -0.05.
o This gave the counts of positive, neutral, and negative sentences.
5. Sentiment Score Calculation:
o Numeric Sentiment Score:
= Calculated as:
Sentiment Score=Positive Count-Negative Count\text{Sentiment Score} = \text{Positive
Count} - \text{Negative Count}Sentiment Score=Positive Count—Negative Count
o This reflects the overall sentiment balance:
= Positive Score: Indicates more positive sentiment.
= Negative Score: Indicates more negative sentiment.
Example Calculation:
If the sentiment counts are:
e Positive: 20
e Neutral: 30
e Negative: 250
The sentiment score is:
Sentiment Score=20-250=-230\text{Sentiment Score} = 20 - 250 = -
230Sentiment Score=20-250=-230
Visualization:
e Pie Chart: Represents the distribution of positive, neutral, and negative sentiments.
¢ Title and Labels: Clearly identify categories and proportions.
This approach ensures that the sentiment score numerically captures the balance of
sentiment in the analyzed text.
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10. Glossary

General Terms

1. Alarmist: Language or behavior exaggerating dangers or threats to provoke fear or
urgency.

2. Bias: Systematic favoritism or prejudice in language models or data processing, leading
to unfair or skewed outcomes.

3. Bias Analysis: The process of examining content to identify and evaluate biases in
language, data, or reporting.

4. Charged Words: Words that carry strong emotional connotations, often used to
influence perception or reaction.

5. Cherry Picking: Selectively presenting evidence that supports a specific viewpoint while
ignoring contradictory data.

6. Dysphemism: The use of harsh or negative terms to describe something, often to create
a critical or derogatory perception.

7. Emotional Triggers: Words or phrases designed to provoke an emotional response from
the audience.

8. Emotive Words: Language that evokes strong emotional reactions, used to sway
opinions or sentiments.

9. Euphemism: A mild or neutral term used in place of a harsh or direct one to soften its
impact.

10. Framing Techniques: Methods that shape how a story or issue is presented influence
audience perception.

11. Hidden Patterns and Trends: Subtle, often non-obvious correlations or structures
identified through natural language processing analysis.

12. Loaded Language: Words or phrases with heavy emotional implications designed to
sway opinions or emotions.

13. Logical Fallacy: A flaw in reasoning that undermines the logic of an argument.

14. Polemical: Content that is strongly critical, controversial, or argumentative, often
intended to provoke debate.

15. Sentiment Analysis: The process of using NLP to determine the emotional tone or
sentiment behind text data.
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16. Source Bias: The tendency of a source to favor certain perspectives, affecting the
objectivity of information.

17. Story Framing: The practice of structuring a narrative to emphasize certain themes,
angles, or viewpoints.

18. Word Cloud: A visual representation of word frequency in a dataset where more
frequent words appear larger.

Logical Fallacies

1. Ad Hominem: Attacking the person making an argument instead of addressing the
argument itself.

2. Ambiguity: Using ambiguous language to mislead or misrepresent the truth.

3. Anecdotal: Relying on personal experiences or isolated examples instead of solid
evidence.

4. Appeal to Authority: Asserting a claim is true because an authority figure endorses it,
regardless of evidence.

5. Appeal to Emotion: Manipulating emotions to win an argument instead of using logic or
evidence.

6. Appeal to Nature: Arguing that something is inherently good or right because it is
natural.

7. Bandwagon: Suggesting something is correct or desirable because many people believe
it.
8. Begging the Question: Assuming the conclusion of an argument within the argument

itself, leading to circular reasoning.

9. Black-or-White: Presenting only two options when more possibilities exist (false
dilemma).

10. Burden of Proof: Placing the responsibility of disproving a claim on others rather than
proving it oneself.

11. Composition/Division: Assuming what is true of the part is true of the whole, or vice
versa.

12. False Cause: Assuming a causal relationship between two events because they occur
together.

13. Genetic: Judging something as good or bad based on its origin rather than its current
context.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Loaded Question: Asking a question with an assumption that traps the respondent into
an implied admission.

Middle Ground: Assuming the compromise between two extremes must be correct.

No True Scotsman: Dismissing counterexamples by redefining the criteria to exclude
them.

Personal Incredulity: Disbelieving something because it seems difficult to understand.

Slippery Slope: Arguing that one action will inevitably lead to a series of negative
consequences.

Special Pleading: Applying rules to others but making exceptions for oneself or one’s
argument.

Strawman: Misrepresenting someone’s argument to make it easier to attack.

The Fallacy Fallacy: Assuming that if an argument contains a fallacy, its conclusion must
be false.

The Gambler's Fallacy: Believing that past random events affect future outcomes (e.g.,
thinking a coin is due to land heads).

The Texas Sharpshooter: Cherry-picking data to fit a specific conclusion, ignoring data
that doesn’t fit.

Tu Quoque: Dismissing criticism by accusing the critic of the same flaw.

Media Bias Categories
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Adjective and Adverb Bias: Using descriptive language that subtly conveys judgment or
opinion.

Bias by Labeling: Using labels to categorize individuals or groups in a way that conveys
bias.

Bias by Omission: Leaving out relevant information that could alter the audience’s
understanding.

Cultural and Ideological Bias: Framing stories through the lens of specific cultural or
ideological beliefs.

Class Bias: Favoring or disfavoring certain social classes through reporting choices.

Confirmation Bias: Presenting information that supports pre-existing beliefs while
ignoring contradictory data.
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7. False Balance: Giving equal weight to both sides of an issue even when one side lacks
evidence.

8. Gender Bias: Favoring or disfavoring individuals based on gender stereotypes or
assumptions.

9. Geographic Bias: Emphasizing certain regions over others affecting how stories are
covered.

10. Logical Fallacies and Misleading Statements: Using flawed reasoning or deceptive
statements in reporting.

11. Placement and Headline Bias: Positioning stories or using headlines to highlight or
downplay certain events.

12. Racial Bias: Portraying individuals or groups differently based on race or ethnicity.

13. Selection of Sources: Using sources that align with a particular viewpoint while ignoring
others.

14. Sensationalism: Exaggerating or dramatizing events to attract attention.

15. Spin: Presenting information in a way that favors a particular perspective or
interpretation.

16. Story Framing: Structuring news narratives to emphasize specific aspects or themes.

17. Temporal Bias: Prioritizing recent events over historical context or more profound
analysis.
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